
 
 

INFORMATION ABOUT CHS CHOIRS 

2016-2017 school year 

 

Greetings! 

It is with great excitement that we prepare for the auditions for our 2016-2017 choral groups at Chesterton 

High School.  We have a place for every singer in our program, and we’re eager to meet the new members who 

will join our ranks in the fall.  In order to help you make a decision about what type of ensemble will best meet 

your needs in the coming year, this packet contains information about all of our choral groups. 

We have a tradition of excellence which extends for decades, and we are proud to be an integral part of the 

artistic life of this community.  From our fall and spring choral concerts to the Madrigal Dinner (now in its 44th   

year!) to our exciting show choir events, we give every student the opportunity to participate in a variety of 

performances throughout the school year.  In addition, our daily activities focus not only upon learning skills in 

music and preparing for performances, but also on teamwork, leadership, dedication, and goal-setting.  It is our 

goal to use musical experiences as a vehicle to develop skills in hard work, commitment, sharing, and synergy. 

In addition, students who wish to know more about our groups or would like additional info are invited to 

email kristin.morris@chestertonchoirs.org; and myself or a student leader will promptly reply to provide you 

with an answer. 

Parents with any questions are invited to contact me directly.  We will be happy to help you obtain the 

information you seek, as we want every child to have the opportunity to sing throughout his or her career at 

CHS.  Thank you for taking the time to review this information… we look forward to working with our new 

members next year! 

 

 
Kristin Morris 

Chesterton High School Choirs 

219-983-3730 x7148 

kristin.morris@chestertonchoirs.org 

 

 

 

 



 

CHORAL ENSEMBLES AT CHS 

2016-2017 school year 

 

CONCERT CHOIR 

This ensemble, currently known as “CHS Concert Choir”, is designed for students who seek an introductory-

level experience in high school choral music.  Members of this group perform on four concerts per year: the 

Fall, Holiday, and Spring Choral Concerts, and Spring Revue.  The only extracurricular requirement for this 

ensemble is attendance at our concerts, any ISSMA events and pre-concert dress rehearsals; please note that 

all performances are a required component of participation in this group.  A schedule of all concert events will 

be provided at the beginning of the year. 

In addition to preparing music for performances, members of this ensemble focus upon learning the elements 

of music and developing basic skills in music literacy.  This involves daily practice, in-class written work, and 

occasional part testing.  Students in grades nine through twelve are invited to audition for participate in this 

ensemble. 

At this time, we intend for this course to be a mixed ensemble for the 2016-2017 school year. 

INTERMEDIATE CONCERT CHOIR AND WOMEN’S CHOIR 

These ensembles, known as “Camerata” and “Bel Canto”, are designed for students who seek an accelerated 

experience in choral music.  Members of these groups perform on four concerts per year: the Fall, Holiday, and 

Spring Choral Concerts and Spring Revue.  The groups also may participate in the ISSMA Organizational 

Festival, and will likely participate in one additional festival event during the fall or spring.  The extracurricular 

requirement for this ensemble involves attendance at our concerts and pre-concert dress rehearsals as well as 

occasional after-school rehearsals; please note that all performances are a required component of participation 

in this group.  A schedule of concert events will be provided at the beginning of the year. 

In addition to preparing music for performances, members of this ensemble focus upon learning the elements 

of music and developing advanced skills in music literacy.  This involves daily practice, in-class written work, and 

occasional part testing.   

Camerata (Mixed Choir) – this group is a highly select group of male and female singers intended for upper 

classmen, via the audition process.  (There may be exceptions made in the case of an exemplary sophomore 

student musician.)  The size of this group will be between 14 and 20 members.  Some proficiency in sight-

reading is required. 

Bel Canto (Women’s Choir) – this is an advanced group of female singers.  Students in tenth through twelfth 

grades may audition for this ensemble.  (There may be exceptions made in the case of an exemplary freshman 

student musician.)  The size of this group will be between 30 and 45 members.  Some proficiency in sight-

reading is required. 



 
 

 

CHORAL ENSEMBLES AT CHS, continued… 

2016-2017 school year 

ADVANCED WOMEN’S SHOW CHOIR    This ensemble, known as the “Drifters”, is a select all-women’s 

group which focuses on the study of traditional choral repertoire as well as commercial music.  Members of 

Drifters perform on five concerts per year: the Fall and Spring Choral Concerts, the Fall Show Choir 

Performance and Winter Showcase, and the Spring Revue.  Members are also an integral part of the CHS Music 

Department’s annual Madrigal Dinner.  In addition, this ensemble travels and competes at show choir events 

during the winter season.  The extracurricular responsibilities for this ensemble include weekly after-school 

rehearsals, attendance at all CHS performances and corresponding dress rehearsals, and all competition 

performances; please note that all performances are a required component of participation in this group.  A 

schedule of concert events will be provided to all members at the beginning of the summer.  There is also an 

additional fee to participate in this group.  This fee can be offset by participating in monthly fundraisers. 

In addition to preparing music for performances, members of this ensemble focus upon learning the elements 

of music and developing basic skills in music literacy.  This involves daily practice, in-class written work, and 

occasional part testing.  Members of this group are drawn from the ninth through twelfth grades. 

At this time, we intend for this course to be an all-women’s ensemble of approximately thirty-two to forty-two 

members for the 2016-2017 school year. 

ADVANCED MIXED SHOW CHOIR   This ensemble, known as the “Sandpipers”, is the most select choral 

group at Chesterton High School, and has enjoyed a high profile in our community for more than forty years.  

Throughout the year, members of this group focus on the study of traditional choral repertoire as well as 

commercial music.  Members of Sandpipers perform on five concerts per year: the Fall and Spring Choral 

Concerts, the Fall Show Choir Performance and Winter Showcase, and the Spring Revue.  Members of this also 

group serve as the anchor vocal cast of the CHS Music Department’s annual Madrigal Dinner, and participate in 

the ISSMA Organizational Festival in the spring.  In addition, this ensemble travels and competes at show choir 

events during the winter season.  The extracurricular responsibilities for this ensemble include weekly after-

school rehearsals, attendance at all CHS performances and corresponding dress rehearsals, and all competition 

performances; please note that all performances are a required component of participation in this group.  A 

schedule of concert events and competitions will be provided to all members at the beginning of the summer. 

In addition to preparing music for performances, members of this ensemble focus upon learning the elements 

of music and developing advanced skills in music literacy.  This involves daily practice, in-class written work, and 

occasional part testing. Female members of this group are drawn from the ninth through twelfth grades.  

 

At this time, we intend for this to course be a mixed ensemble of approximately thirty-four to forty-two 

members for the 2016-2017 school year. 



 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Q:   “There are so many classes from which to choose… why should I keep singing at CHS?” 
 

A:   Well, first of all, because you love it!  The enjoyment of singing and performing is not something which 

 all people possess; if you have this love, we have a place for you to share it with others who feel the 

 same way.  While we work hard in CHS choirs, we also have a great deal of FUN making music together 

 every day.  The opportunity to join with other like-minded singers and make great music together will 

 have an amazingly positive impact on your life- if you’re already singing in choir, you already know this!  

 Second, by singing in choir at CHS, you’ll open the door to a variety of great opportunities.  All our 

 choirs sing a diverse selection of music throughout the year, exploring a variety of time periods as well 

 as differing musical styles and genres.  All choir members have the option to participate in the CHS 

 Madrigal Dinner, an exciting performance opportunity during the holiday season which few high 

 schools offer.  In addition, our advanced groups travel frequently, performing in festivals and 

 competitions throughout the school year.  Performing in a choral group also fulfills the CHS fine arts 

 requirement, and all students have the ability to earn a high grade in choir by meeting simple course 

 expectations... this can be very beneficial to your GPA if you have a strong academic course load. 

 

Q:   “What is the difference between the show choirs and concert choirs at CHS?” 
 

A:   There are a number of important similarities between the two types of choirs at the high school… 

 both types of groups learn great repertoire, participate in several performances throughout the 

 year, study and learn about music each day, and have the opportunity to grow and share with their 

 peers.   Members of our concert choir groups focus on these activities throughout the school year.  

 Our show choirs take part in all of these activities, and also participate in the advanced study of 

 performance techniques for commercial music and movement during weekly after-school rehearsals.  

 Members of the show choirs give numerous performances in the Duneland area, and have frequent 

 opportunities to  represent CHS at competitive festivals throughout the Midwest and beyond. 

 

Q:   “Can I participate in choir and still do other activities?” 
 

A:   Of course… participation in our choral groups is not exclusive, and our members are involved with 

 many extracurricular activities and organizations including fall sports, National Honor Society, speech 

 and debate, CHS theater productions, marching band, orchestra, academic team, Natural Helpers,  

 and student government, among others.  We always work with other coaches and advisors to ensure 

 that students may participate in multiple activities without conflict.  There may be limitations to the 

 extent which you may participate in certain clubs and organizations due to direct conflicts with our 

 performances, but we have no policies which prohibit membership in any other CHS activity. 



 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS, continued… 

Q:   “Can I make choir fit into my schedule and still graduate with honors?” 
 

A:   Yes!  We have many students who are able to actively participate in our advanced ensembles while still 

 maintaining very high academic marks.  In  fact, many of our students participate in choral groups 

 throughout their high school career and still graduate with a variety of the academic honors which 

 may be obtained at CHS. 

 Furthermore, it’s important to note that colleges and employers are very interested in students who 

 maintain strong academic marks while also participating in extracurricular activities, particularly the 

 arts.  Many academic scholarships specifically request information about a student’s participation in 

 other clubs and organizations.  Learning to balance participation in choir with your other 

 commitments can be a great opportunity to develop skills in organization, time management, and 

 prioritizing your obligations…these are real-world skills which all people must possess for success, 

 regardless of the venue. 

 

Q:   “Do I need dance experience to join Drifters or Sandpipers?” 
 

A:   While some students come to these groups with a background in movement and dance, most do 

 not.  As long as you have two feet and are willing to work hard, we’ll teach you… it’s what we’re here 

 for!  If you think you’d be a good candidate for a show choir group at CHS, you’re probably right.  We 

 have found that a student’s personality, work ethic, and willingness to try new things will have a much 

 greater impact on his or her success in these groups than any previous training or experience.   

 

Q:   “What are the costs associated with participation in the high school choirs?” 
 

A:   This varies from group to group, and year to year.  All students enrolled in a CHS choir pay a minimal 

 textbook fee for the purchase of music and classroom materials.  The concert choirs generally have 

 little to no additional cost.  There is a participation fee for membership in the show choirs, but we have 

 a highly organized parent group which provides many fundraising opportunities throughout the 

 year to help offset this fee.  Many students end up paying only a small portion of the fee, or even 

 nothing at all, due to their fundraising efforts.  In addition, we have financial aid available for those 

 who need further assistance.  We work with ALL families to ensure that a student’s participation in our 

 show choirs is not financially prohibitive… if you are interested in auditioning for these groups and 

 have any concerns the about financial aspects of membership, please contact the director ASAP so we 

 may show you the ways in which we can help you offset the participation fee! 

 

 



 
 

2016-2017 AUDITION INFORMATION 
 

If you are interested in participating in a CONCERT CHOIR at CHS: 

You will need to complete a vocal audition with Ms. Morris to determine placement. CMS students will audition 

during their choir class; CHS students may audition during their class period, SRT time, or after school on the 

dates listed in this packet. Discovery Charter School and St. Pats students can sign-up for an after school 

audition time at the high school. All returning members/CHS students will be asked to sight-read a short 

example during the audition and all who audition will be asked to sing The National Anthem. 

 

If you are interested in participating in a SHOW CHOIR at CHS: 

There are two steps to the audition process for our show choir groups. 

First, you will need to complete a vocal audition with Ms. Morris to determine placement. Vocal auditions will 

be held at both CHS and CMS.  CMS students will audition during their choir class; CHS students may audition 

during their class period, SRT/Study Hall or after school on the dates listed in this packet.   

Movement auditions will be held at 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 11th in the Chesterton High School upper 

balcony gym.  Parents may drop students off at entrance 30, which is located at the back of the school near the 

tennis courts.  The movement audition will be complete by 5:00 p.m.  All auditionees are expected to remain 

for the duration of the audition.  Please wear shoes with flexible soles and comfortable clothing which allows 

you to move freely. 

 

Requirements for vocal audition: 

Returning CHS choir students will be asked to sing The National Anthem.  Please note that your audition will be 

a cappella and there will be no accompaniment track provided.  They will also complete a short sight-reading 

example. 

New CHS students or CMS/Discovery/St. Pats students will be asked to sing The National Anthem. Please note 

that your audition will be a cappella and there will be no accompaniment track provided.  Each student will also 

be vocalized to determine his or her range during the audition.  PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR FULLY 

COMPLETED AUDITION FORM (FOUND IN THIS PACKET) AT THE TIME OF YOUR VOCAL AUDITION! 

 


